My Beach Heritage

My preat-preat-greal-grest - pread -great-gres grandfather Ceorpe Dasros came to Amores
froem cxheer England or lreland sometime before 1674, My prest-preat -pros -preas -greas-
ea-greal - preat prandisther Jotn Beach srrved i New Haven in 16108 My prest prea-
Feal-prealprval gieal preal-prest prandisther Edmond Fanming casme 1o New London i
1653, These family ancestors followed the load of the very first Pilgrisns who came 1o
this land from Emgland oo the Mayflower in 16200 The Pilgrim's departore was from
Pymouth on Esgland’s southwestorn coast. so they mamed their American sctilement
Frymouth on the coast of “New Eagland * One earfier group of ploneers had estsblinbed
a more southerm sritlement on the ore of 3 fiver that was aamed after their King James.
of England. This James River snd their 1607 settlement, Jamestown, is on (e coast of
Virginia near Williamabarg,

Mot of the Baropean immisgrants of the 1600 came from Englind, And did ihey come!
Seven years after the Filgrims linded at Plymouth, the settlement had twenty.iwo homes,
Fifty years laser, 230 ships excoeding S0-tom capacity claimed Bosion their home port and
by 1700 many bowns on the Atlintic east had a shipyard and 2000 ships camied on 5
wigorous merrcantibe trade in daves, hamiber, womware, agncubural produce, speoes, fun,
oo’ Theme wore obwiously major motivations driving fuis raped prowth of the new
oompellimg dream ieie 3 bost and st wol mio an enbaewn futwe Gilled with rids. and
foars. What wire they leaving and what gl they hope 1o find?

England in the 1600% was an establihed socicty with rich and endaring mraditions. and
hasory. Careat instimutions, o hored ber colisre and power. 'Windsor Palace wan built i
the 1000%, Onford and Cambridpe Usiversitees in the | 100% and | X00%  Weatminsier
Abbey and many grest cathedrals were buih im the 1300 and | 300 Political, cultursl
and creative heroes were abundant. One recalls names like Henry the Eaghth, Queen
Elizabeth, Chatcer, Shakespeare, Newton, Milion, Cibbonis, Tallis and mony, many
mm:.lnIﬂil.ﬂuﬂnﬂbﬁmﬁ-hﬂhﬂﬂmmmmmﬂumwmrm
the Spanish Armada.  Why would one want o leave this land of sisch pgrear
accomplishmenis?

In fuct. the lide among the nobility snd a broad class of gentiemen Land owners was
ragnificent, ba life of the poasasts wan wrrichod snd msddie-clms Jife wan hlsak =nd
rousincly unrewanding. A preal motivation was ko hecose o land owner who maght then
joim the ranks of the poverning clas, perhaps even bocome & justice of the peace, or &
i, foed. haron, count. carl. masguin. dolic of cven 2 member of Parfiament. Becoming
= landl owner, & coumtry peatiemen, memnt joining the wpper of poverning class. The key
o upeand maobality in this ¢lesa-stroctered sockety was foumd in the acquesition of land,
T meew woorhd bund laowd, ot of chespy on free Lamd
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It musst alsor be noted that the very carlisst Pilgrims 1o this new lamd canse for religious
froedom.  Mombers of & strict st of Protestantiim. the proup bnows s e Paritan
Tecaaghit thest Calvin inspred dociring 10 these shoees with the words of their feader, Jots
Winthwrop, “We shall be ss 8 city upon & hill, the cyes of all people ae upon n.” These
and ottt o of self srbecied coedormings came sndd Dined o8 wmadl commameters =t
ooyl o sty and sappun for the mypors amd dasgers of e i B wskdernes

Most of thine who came wese fom Esglesds muklle cliss. They were farmen,
shophorpers, craftumen, cupenten snd workens of mmmy other e They were young
o muklile-age amd mou were mamed  Family was of comadenable imporasoe o
building a secure life i e wilderness. b, they came in groups, many m religious
congregations with strong convictions and charismatic leaders, Of coure the journey o
Americn dil take some money of an indeniured agreement which meant giving certain
years of labot in retim for passage 1o the aew land. Taking possessbon of large tracts of
pew land in the colomes cremted 3 nord for cheap labor sach an win peovided by
Englands peanant clas. Indentused Lsborers from Enpland snd iaves frn Africs were
a8 unpofian inprodient of the coomomic and social development of e colonses.  The
fist abavrs wore brought 10 Vieginia is 1619 and by the time of the Revolutionary War,
Connectiowt had 6000 alyves, New York. 21000 snd Viepaka, 200,000, When Grorpe
Washmyrion dued. e cwned 30 laves o bis Mouss Verson plantaton |

I did mot talke long for wend b et back b0 England of the nocesities, harduhips. and
poseibltrs. whech they woskd fae spon reactung e American e, They came
prepared e make the aheosee 8 scocs They brought ook, poms, foods s seeds.
bowsebodd tctsiitees, sheep, castle sad cven horses. | woold mot be casy 1o burn hack

My prest (K times) grandfather Beach was the firt of pry ancestors b reach the new
workd. e was bom is Devoanbire, England s 1607 sad died in 1677 in Swatfond,
Cosmecticut.  In family precabopy be i refored 10 s "Jobn the Pilgrim® and his
OCCUPAlion is given as minkster. With hia rwo brothers, Richand and Thomas, be came 1o

New Haven in 1918 on ihe ship Elizabeth and Anns. The theew young boys were brought
b i e L) by Reverenad Peser Pradden,

John Beach's first kmown rocond was from 1643 when be was fined “vwo shillings for
twior labe coming” and anotber two shillings for having & defective pun Town meetings
i cobomial America were of imguatasce and cvory adult make was expected 10 own a pan,
kocp @ in pocd repair asd repont ropslarly Sor drill and wainng.  Jobn became a
bouschudder in 1647 ad m 1680 mwred Mary Staples who was bors & Desmarl Joben
= Mary bad bem childeen. bn 1680 be bought 3 bouse on fwe acres of Land i Strarfond,
CT. Later e was # Livnd cwner i Wallmgford, where be wan voc of e orpaninen of the
charch. He detd om Juee 16, 1677 i Sermtfond.
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The next four generations of my Beach ascestors were bom and lived in the Seratford
arca. “Pilgnm John™ and Mary’s fifth child was Nathanicl, born in 1662 and died in 1747,
iz married Sarah Porter and they had ten children, one of whom was my great (6 times)
prandfather Ephraim Beach. Ephraim’s son Joseph, bom in 1720, was the father of
Timsathy, who in 1784 was the first of my Beach line to head west,

Gently rolling hills and inviting river valleys west of Stratford offered intriguing
oppormunities for new farm land and commerce. About forty miles west of Stratford was
the Hodson River while forty miles farther was the Delaware River. By following these
fivers north one might come as close as twenty miles to the Susquehanna River, These
mver valleys were filled with Indion trails and settlements. At various nmes they were
the home of the Mohawks, Iroqueds, Cueidas, Cayugas, Onandiagas, Senccas, Delawares,
Mohicans, Shawnees and other tnbes.  Crossing these termitories and following the rivers
anad truils brought & wide vanety of encounters with these native people.

When iy great-gron -greal-great grandfaher Timothy Beach headed west with his yvoung
s, hee followed the Hudson River north 1o village of Catskill where his brother Ebenezer
had senled.  From there he followed an Indian trail westward to the Susquehanna River
! Wantle's Ferry, now the village of Unadilla, thirty miles north of Binghamton. Timothy
and Abizail's eldest child, Deborsh, mamied Joscph Pricst. Their son, 8 writer, Jokish
Pricst, published Stories of Barly Seulers in the Wilderness, Albany, N.¥: ), Mursell,
1837, Thee stosics ane interesting aocounts of Tife on the frontier i the late 1700

Immadiarely after the close of the war, & gpinif of emigration prevailed among the people
of the New England States toward Western wilderness, which atill continueres, and’ will
comgrine fill the Rocly mownsaing are passed, and the shore of the great Pocific receives
the augmenting Hide of haman population . . . Deborak’s father, Témothy also partook of
thit general impalse. sold his farm which he hidd acquired after abandoning a seafaring
life. and prepared to remove to the banky of the Susquehanna—the hurting grounds of
the Delawares. But before be actwally removed hin family, he took the precaution fo go
and explore the lands of that river. On this Journey her eldest brother (Richard), them o
lad oo cabriat Pueelve yearrs aocompanied fm.

After crossing the broken and wild region of country (ving between the North River and
the e, they came b0 a place on the Nudion called Catilill, where a few families hod
alrvady seitled Ar thin place he entered the woods, with a view of coming fo the
Suiguehcirona af @ place thei krown as Wattle's Ferry, a distarce of nearly owe uondred
wiles, I was however considered dangerom fo peaetrate that distance withow! o guide,
ax there were Nitle or no fraity of honen industry to mark the way, being almost a
continged wilderness, Here he was s fortunate as to find o half-breed Indian, who knew
the wary, and was willing to become hix conductor, appearing to be o fleer, threwd and
inteiligent native.



Al first day after leaving Cantabill they gdvanced to somewhers near the ploce which i
nw called Oubornville (row Windham), and ai near as can by calcalared a disance of
bt twerr-five miles. Here they encamped for the night, having gathered grass for the
horses on the margin of the head waters of the Schoharie Creek Along this stream there
runra gloomy gulf, the haunt of wolver, bears and panthers as well as deer and some froa'
elk. Hemeath o huge clump of hemlocks near the creek, they scraped away the brush,
builr o fire, refrethed themselves from their sacks of provisions, and from a small green
ghass Bodtle, which had been filled with the trie West India Jamaica, They now addreised
themselies o rest beneath heaven’s canapy, The hour of midnight had nearly arrived, te
fire had wannd 1o o few coals amid the ashes, when o shrill but loud and terrifying
seream of some animgl awoke the slumberers from their dreams, They now listened,
witent again it struck the ear from another quarter, bur somewhat nearer. The guide,
being an fndian, knew instntly what bind of animal it was and whizpered, “A painder, a
pairter; = meaning o panther, With it habins, and the best mamner of encountering the
animal, he was perfectly acquainted, and therefore seizing his rifle, examined the load
and priming, bid his companions be silend, bat fo cover the fire.  During this time the
sereamy of the ereature  continued af thort nrervals, by sill nearer. It wax, he s,
culling ity maate, on aecount of the scented game—themuelves and hories—with the view
of mn artack by @ leap from some tree or from some favorakle position of the grownd, The
agility of this ceeature (5 net exceeded by any other animal of the whole earth, it being
able to spring, when hard pushed or frightened, nearly forty feet om a level. Their
sarength is amazing, ax well ax their ferocity, and uramableness of nature,

The Indizn had directed Beach o have his rifle in order, ar be might have wse for if,
although not sach acgquainied with iis power ai o hunter, He did so, wher they Peimlred
sibent, nodt ewen Breathing as Lowd ar was natersl, Hiendng with the expectation of more
vells, But in tei they were disappointed, ax no souwnd of the animal cowld be hearnd. Ax
tor thix, the Preclien seked i o wldsper, thet so ek the meve was their danger, and thal the
il was creeping on ine belly foward them for o leap, wnlei it bad gone entirely off.
They waited however, but about fifieen minutes, when there come suddenly on the
dariress of the night, the continued bleat of a deer, together with the suppressed yell of
some cridiure which had the mastery of it. and was rending it to death.  New wias the
time for the fndian, who instanly, white the animal was destroving the deer, bent fow
doven anal glided off in that direction ax silent g3 a spectre of darkwess; while Beock in
the tme manner, and as near ax be could followed after, rather shyly hewever, fecling
imwardly a strovg reluctance e veature very near the soeme of action.

It woas werw bl @ few memenits, wiile the feeble crv of the deer, sl struggling with fia
enemmy, wais hedrd, whien the flash and the report of the Indian's shot, gave notice it the
erisis had arrived. All was now still except the rustling of some crvanire on the leaves
and dry brah, which showed that a change had passed over the parties of the conflicr.
The Indian stirred not Bl all was still, when he gave a yell, such as fndieny do when the
Bartie ix won, and af the same time retumed to the fire and reloaded.



Thev mew gathered from the shaggy trunk of @ yellow bireh growing near, an aroul of
its dry and pendint baek, of which they made several sorches, and Hghting one. ventured
Bealifly tov the wmmmtrﬂrm.ﬂlﬂﬁpﬂﬂ o for, e added e
had ot @ Builliet between the £vea of the creature.

I the morming they shinned the pamther, which measred cight frer from the tip of the
mote to the enad of the fail. '3 bide By carried with them, @i @ trophy of the adveriure.
But the dioer they left @i wai, cxcept that they cut @ seak from ity hamnche. for their
beralfast, which they eanily cooldesd over the couls

But after the panther wan killed, the residue of she might win pavicd by no meoans i
m;ﬁ#*m:amm*mqmmﬂmmmmnﬂ
nearly daviight.  And also the servam of another panther wi heard severnl times, bar ar
a greater diatance. These noties were but spor? for the ndban, which he oftent nitared ag
the fop af i voice, bur effecrually prevented their oo nvar approac by the violence of
the fire, and the froquent shots of their gans.

This and other sorics of my greal-greal-greai-greal grandparents Timothy and Abigail
Beach have been publishes in History of Delaware Counly, New York, NY: W.W.
Miumsell and Co., 1880 and in The Ofd New Yok Frontier, by Francis Whiting. New
York, NY: Chusles Scriboer’s Som, 1917,
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tase child of Timeothy snd Abigail Bennctt Beach. Jeuse wak borm in I TEE, the year sfier
his fmther's death as tobd in the above books, In 1799, Jesse's muther, Abigail, mameed
Sehiel Fernias aned they brought their familses, incloding Jesse, Ebencrer and Exther Beach
and Jehiels daaghter Margasel w Bractford County, PA. Jehiel. Jense and Ebenezer
cleared many acres of land pear Troy and divided it into vix farms. In 1807, Jesse mamicd
Margaret Ferms, Johiel's daughtcr. Jossels sister. Esther, marmed James McKean who
was, with Isase and Absaham DeWitt, one of the fird setders in Burlington, Junes
McKean buili a cabli soross Suger Creek from the present County Manor and Old
Church and about theve-fourths mile from the George and Jeanetis Darrow homesieod
where imy folls lived and my siblings and | wiere born. Fesse (1788-1871) and Margarct
{1789- 1867} Ferms Beach and aluo Margaret's father Jebiel Ferria are all buried = Hilsom
Cemmetery i West Burlmgton

Jewse and Marparet Beach’s son Ebeacser Beach, my preat-greal grandiather, was. bom
1S 10, died 1R48 aned i bussed of Milton Cemetery. He and hin wile, Sarah (1815-1892)
b children Myron, Peter, Susan, Mary Jane, lames (my great prandisther ), Alonso and
Horstio. These last theoe sons sl swerved their coustry i the Civil War. Aboaro deed ot
Cluncellorsville in the 1418 PA Volunicers, Compasy E. Hormiso kot his life serving o
the 16lu NewYorkVolustoen. My prest pandfather, James ealisted in Company E.
1418t PA Volunteers, For is service sl Chancellomville he was awarded the “Keaney
Crona” by General Bemey.
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